Brian Baird

Baird Leads Push for Immediate Sales Tax Vote (September 28, 2006)

Washington, D.C. - Congressman Brian Baird last night led a bipartisan coalition of Representatives in urging the House
and Senate leadership to bring sales tax deductibility up for a vote before Congress adjourns at the end of this week.
Congressman Baird joined Washington Senators Maria Cantwell and Patty Murray in making a similar bicameral appeal
yesterday morning.

Thirty-nine lawmakers - including Washington Representatives Norm Dicks (D), Jim McDermott (D), Adam Smith (D), Jay
Inslee (D), and Rick Larsen (D) - signed on to the following request Congressman Baird handed Senate Majority Leader
Bill Frist (R-TN), House Speaker Dennis Hastert (R-IL), Senate Minority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV), and House Minority
Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-CA):

September 27, 2006

Dear Majority Leader Frist, Speaker Hastert, Minority Leader Reid and Minority Leader Pelosi:

We are very concerned that our constituents may soon face a substantial tax increase because Congress has failed to
pass a tax extenders package that includes sales tax deductibility. As Members of Congress representing the people
who face this tax increase, we ask you to bring a tax extenders package to the floors of both the House and Senate
before we adjourn this week that includes a multi-year extension of the sales tax deduction.

We strongly believe that the extension of the state sales tax deduction is a matter of tax fairness. As long as taxpayers
have the ability to deduct their state and local income taxes, taxpayers in states without an income tax must also have an
opportunity to deduct their state and local sales taxes. Unfortunately, as you are aware, the tax deduction for state and
local sales taxes expired on December 31, 2005.

Over the last two years, the sales tax deduction has resulted in billions of dollars in tax savings to millions of hardworking
taxpayers throughout the United States. These tax savings have meant a boost to the economy in the seven states
affected by the deduction - Washington, Texas, Florida, Nevada, Tennessee, South Dakota, and Wyoming.

Failing to extend the sales tax deduction will have a significant impact on taxpayers in our states. Residents of our states
need to know that the sales tax deduction will continue so that they can make important day-to-day decisions. Residents
in our states are now asking themselves whether they should buy a new car; whether they will be able to use their tax
savings to send a child to college in the next few years; and whether they should invest in remodeling their homes.
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We thank you for your past support on this important issue for our constituents. We strongly urge you to bring an
extension of the sales tax deduction to the floors of both House and Senate before we adjourn this week.

Sincerely,

Brian Baird

Norm Dicks

Jim McDermott

Adam Smith

Jay Inslee

Richard Larsen

Allen Boyd

Jim Cooper

Bart Gordon

Gene Green
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Silvestre Reyes

Ruben Hinojosa

Solomon Ortiz

Chet Edwards

Stephanie Herseth

Alcee Hastings

Michael Burgess

Charles Gonzalez

Debbie Wasserman Shultz

Shelley Berkley

Lincoln Davis

Harold Ford, Jr.

Sheila Jackson Lee
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Al Green

Eddie Bernice Johnson

Henry Cuellar

Kendrick Meek

Robert Wexler

Corrine Brown

Jeff Miller

Connie Mack

Barbara Cubin

Jim Gibbons

Ralph Hall

Tom Feeney

Kay Granger
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Michael Conaway

John Duncan, Jr.

John Culberson
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